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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 9, 2023,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning-hour
debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

———

RECOGNIZING FIRE CAPTAIN KIRK
MITCHELL

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
JOYCE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
work of Fire Captain Kirk Mitchell and
to thank him for his service to our
country and to our community.

From becoming a volunteer fire-
fighter at the age of 16 to joining the
United States Marine Corps at the age
of 18, Kirk Mitchell set out early in life
to care for those in need of help and to
protect those who could not protect
themselves.

Kirk would go on to work as an EMT,
a public safety instructor, and an
emergency management officer.

His extensive work took him from
California to Puerto Rico to aid those
who had been affected by wildfires and
floods.

Throughout all of his work, Captain
Mitchell has maintained a connection
with Blair County, Pennsylvania, serv-
ing as a steadfast member of the Al-
toona Fire Department.

Kirk’s commitment to protecting
lives and supporting his fellow fire-

fighters has been a hallmark of his
wonderful career.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I wish Kirk every
continued success.

SOCIALIST POLICIES HAVE NO PLACE IN OUR

SOCIETY

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, it was 34 years ago that the
Iron Curtain finally fell, revealing to
the world the horrible truths of social-
ism and providing a stark contrast be-
tween the United States and the en-
emies who wish to do us harm.

In the Capitol rotunda, we Kkeep a
warning of the dangers of socialism. A
piece of the Berlin Wall is embedded in
the base of the statue of President
Ronald Reagan who championed the
work of ending socialism around the
world.

From Venezuela to the Soviet Union,
from Fidel Castro in Cuba to Kim
Jong-un in North Korea, every attempt
to build a socialist or communist soci-
ety has only led to ruin.

Socialism is a tyranny that we can
no longer afford to ignore.

As this administration continues to
pick winners and losers in our economy
and as President Biden continues to
cancel debts for liberal elites on the
backs of working Americans, it is time
for us to clearly state that socialist
policies have no place in our democ-
racy. It is time for our country to re-
turn to the ideals of our Founding Fa-
thers.

Our country was built on the belief
that we are all created with
unalienable rights to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness. These rights
can only be fulfilled if we live in a Na-
tion, a Nation that is truly free. We
must condemn socialism in all of its
forms.

It was President Reagan who once
said: ‘“Freedom is never more than one
generation away from extinction. We
didn’t pass it to our children in the
bloodstream. It must be fought for and
protected.”

We cannot afford to let our country
be governed by socialist policies. We
must protect our freedoms, and we
must protect our liberties at all costs.

——
A REAL CASE OF UNFAIRNESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Guam (Mr. MOYLAN)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take this time to remember and
honor twin sisters Katrina and Leslie.
Their story is one of tragedy, as they
both are resting with our maker in
heaven. Their memories have and shall
continue to be shared with their loved
ones.

Katrina and Leslie were born with
disabilities. As they were growing up,
they required a caretaker to address
their basic needs.

These twins were loveable and stole
the hearts of those they met. Katrina
and Leslie were also emotionally
strong. They wanted to be raised like
other kids but knew that their condi-
tions were permanent and they
wouldn’t be able to participate in
sports, attend a prom, or get a job.

They accepted the reality of their
life, but they knew they had each
other, and they had a loving family.
The two were living in the State of
Pennsylvania and received Supple-
mental Security Income, SSI, benefits
that helped their caretaker purchase
necessities.

Unfortunately, their caretaker, who
was their mother, passed away unex-
pectedly. Leslie and Katrina once again
found themselves enduring another un-
bearable hardship. Because of their
conditions and the undertaking it
would require to care for not one but
two disabled individuals, the sisters
were separated.

Leslie stayed in the State of Pennsyl-
vania and continued to receive SSI
benefits. Katrina was taken in by her
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